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Dictionary of Legislative Terms
English — Arabic

The Program to Strengthen the Lebanese Parliament through Development of a
Legislative Resource Center in Lebanon (PSLP) is the United States Agency for
International Development — funded legislative strengthening program designed
to improve administrative support services of the Lebanese Parliament and assist
the Parliament in establishing a resource center which will serve as a leader in
information and training in the Arab world. The program is implemented by the
State University of New York/Center for International Development (SUNY/CID)
in Beirut, Lebanon.

SUNY/CID is a leading university-based international development center
enhancing the knowledge and practice in the area of governance and policy
making. Over the past quarter century, SUNY/CID has provided technical
assistance to over thirty parliaments and regional parliamentary associations
worldwide.

This English-Arabic dictionary provides selected terms used in legislative work,
and the meaning of those terms in the context of Arab parliamentary work. It
was prepared for the Arab Institute for Parliamentary Training and Legislative
Studies, established in July 2011 under the auspices of the Arab Inter-
Parliamentary Union and the Lebanese Parliament.



abatement by prescription:
the act of annulling a ruling or a right
due to the passage of time
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abstain: e
not to do something deliberately, ) . . CL'"’“
especially not to vote pac Lola anld e Lo 5ol aludll aue
absentee ballot: . g-!L.."é C' s

a ballot used by voters who are unable
to go to the polls to vote, either
because they are physically unable or
will be absent from their district on the
day of the election
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accountability:

the acknowledgement of and
assumption of responsibility for
actions, decisions and policies
including the obligation to report and
explain resulting consequences
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ad hoc committee:

a committee formed for a specific task
or objective and dissolved after the
completion of the task or achievement
of the objective
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adjournment:

termination of the business of a
legislative body for that day; in a
legislative chamber, the hour and day
of the next meeting are usually set at
the time of adjournment
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alternative:

(in public policy) one of two or more
ways of achieving the same desired
end or goal. An alternative does not
have to be a close substitute for the
first choice (or other alternatives),
nor must it solve the problem in a
particular way
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amendment:

the action a legislator takes to change
or propose a change in a bill, motion,
report, or even another amendment
by adding, omitting, or altering
language
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amendment bill:
a bill that proposes to add to or
otherwise alter existing legislation
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amnesty:

the act of an authority (as a
government) by which pardon is
granted to an individual; general
amnesty: where a pardon is granted
to a group or class of individuals
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amortization:

to pay off (as a mortgage) gradually,
usually by periodic payments of
principal and interest
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analysis:

the selection and evaluation of
relevant information as an aid to
choosing the best course of action
from among various alternatives

S FUEW
Leons By Loall ol ola slaall ,Li3a)
de3iie S5l G (e



ancillary motion:

a subsidiary motion, such as a motion
for the second reading of a bill or for
concurrence in a committee report,
dependent on an order already made
by the legislature
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appeal:

(a ruling) request to reverse or
modify a decision; appeals are usually
made by a party losing a case in a
lower court to a higher (appellate)
court
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apportionment of electoral
districts:

the process by which electoral
offices (such as legislative
seats) are distributed among
units entitled to representation;
determination of the number

of representatives that a state,
county, or other subdivision may
send to a legislative body
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appropriation:

provision of law that provides
authority for government agencies to
obligate funds and to make payments
for specified purposes
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appropriations bill:

proposed legislation determining how
to spend government resources, usually
restricted to a particular policy issue or
subject area (see also budget bill)
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arbitration:

Dispute-resolution processes in which
the disputing parties present their
case to a third party intermediary
(either an individual or a limited
number of individuals — a panel of
arbitrators) that examines all the
evidence and then makes a decision
for the parties. This decision is
usually binding
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article:
a separate and distinct part of a
legislative act
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article-by-article study:

the final phase of a legislative
committee’s consideration of a draft
law, involving detailed study of its
provisions. Each article of the law is
studied individually (see clause-by-
clause consideration)
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assembly:

(see also parliament or legislature):
an elected deliberative body having
legislative powers
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auditing:

an examination of the accounting
records or compliance with a set of
standards of a system, organization
or a person; verifies the validity
and reliability of information and
assesses the system'’s internal
control
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backbenchers:

(chiefly in Westminster-based
parliaments), members of a
parliament who are not ministers
or shadow ministers. Backbenchers
occupy the rear benches (the back
bench) in a parliament, behind
government officeholders and their
counterparts in the opposition party
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balanced budget:
a government budget where current
expenditure equals current revenues

:3\.]5[9:\.4 ‘t’.}‘}‘
LI S lEanll Las (g gluwts & g0 &350 40
LA slastal) e

bicameral:

a legislative body having two chambers
or houses; commonly distinguished as
between an upper and lower house
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bill analysis:

analysis of the draft or the first version
of a new law that will be discussed by
a legislative body
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bill drafting:

preparation and writing of the draft or
the first version of a bill that will be
discussed in parliament
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bloc:

(parliamentary): a group of legislators
formed to support special interests. A bloc
may form because of a specific issue and
dissolve when that issue has been resolved,
or it may have a more permanent character,
based on a more general interest. The bloc
has been a common device in legislatures
made up of many parties
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breach of trust:

the failure of a person who has
undertaken to do a job on behalf of
another person to perform that job
honestly and/or effectively
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budget:

an itemized plan of expected
expenditure and revenues, usually for
a period of one year
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budget act: dilygall G gal8
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enacting, and executing the

governmental budget

budget approval: 43 gall 430

confirmation of the budget by the
legislature
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budget bill:
the draft budget to be discussed by
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budget process:

refers to the process by which
governments create, review, approve
and implement a budget
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budget review: 140 gadl daalya
study of budget activities or items e o Al 3
through the formulation phase P g Bolsall oy :’l |:\“ b2
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budget year/fiscal year:
udget year/fiscal y Lulla L

the twelve-month period used by
governments or other economic
entities for record keeping, budgeting,
taxation and other aspects of financial
management
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bylaw:

a rule adopted by an organization
chiefly for the governance of its
members and the regulation of its
affairs (See also internal rules)
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Cabinet:
a government body, made up of
ministers who may or may not also

be members of the legislative branch.

The Cabinet is called “Council of
Ministers” when it is in the state of
convening
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call of the House/call of the
Senate:

in the US Congress, a motion that
can be adopted as a means of
compelling all members of that
chamber to present themselves
for a vote on a particular matter;
an authority to compel attendance
of members in the absence of a
quorum
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campaign:

political activity which may include
meetings, rallies, speeches,
demonstrations, parades and other
events, and the use of media, intended

to inform citizens or government about
the platform of a particular candidate,
coalition, party or group of citizens, and to
gather support for their election to office
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case work:

assistance, often by means of direct
intervention, by legislators to solve
problems on behalf of individual
constituents

d.t__\)}au&\.\.“.ﬁxu\s&).\d‘\-@-&dﬂ-l daclis

e Tl JSUaall Jal Giulys JEs
Cadiall fua Bl

casting vote:

an extra vote exercised by a presiding
officer, such as a Speaker or a
committee chair, to determine an
outcome when the votes for and
against a proposal are equal
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caucus:

(n.) a group of people who share
something in common, for example they
are members of the same political party;
(v.) to meet as members of a caucus to
address their group’s policy questions or
to select political candidates for office
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censure motion/no confidence
motion/vote:

a motion moved which expresses
disapproval of a particular minister or
other office holder, his or her policy,
or of a government. If a censure
motion is carried in a Westminster
parliamentary system it is traditional
for the cabinet or a minister to resign
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checks and balances:

a system of distribution of power
among the executive, legislative, and
judicial branches of government, in
relatively equal proportions, such
that each branch has the ability to
counter the actions of the other
two and thus prevent the entire
government from being controlled
by any single branch (see also
separation of powers)
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civil liberties:

fundamental politically oriented
individual rights, such as freedom
of speech, religion and due process
of law, protected by law against
unwarranted governmental intrusion
or other interference
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civil procedure code:

the methods, procedures, and
practices used in civil (i.e. non-
criminal) litigation
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civil service law:
a law that establishes the structure
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civil society: (i paina

the totality of voluntary social
relationships, civic and social
organizations and institutions that
constitute the life of the community
separate and distinct from the
state

Lae ghll Luelaia ¥ o Yall e gana
Laall ol ally olaliially
pesiaall Blia (il 3l Luelaia Yl
Uyl e Jundis JShuy lld g

11



civil society organizations
(CSOs):

formally or informally associated
groups organized around shared
interests, values and objectives.
Civil society organizational
activities can be diverse and may
include providing services or
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lobbying to influence and affect Loladl
public policy
classified information: A olagla

any data or material that belongs
to a government and relates to
sensitive topics of national security
or interest such as military plans
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or the vulnerabilities of security PRI ROV
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clause: 3,84

a division of a bill consisting of an
individual sentence or statement.
Once a bill becomes law, its clauses
are referred to as sections

(e 018 cbﬁlji & 9odus (po aud

ol g ssdus Jads o) Lo 8,000 Alan e
ol Ml (838 M ol 133
plesls

clause-by-clause
consideration:

clause-by-clause consideration
takes place in a parliamentary
committee designated to study a
bill under consideration. Generally
speaking, clause-by-clause
consideration in committee takes
place between the second and
third readings of the bill (see also
article-by-article study)
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Clerk:

the principal non-elected officer of a
legislature. The Clerk is a legislature’s
chief executive officer. The Clerk,
Deputy Clerk and other Clerks-at-the-
Table provide procedural advice to
the Speaker or other presiding officer
and to members. A Clerk’s duties are
varied and can include responsibility
for compiling all official documents
of the chamber (see also Secretary
General)
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code of conduct:

a written or unwritten set of rules by
which a particular group of people are
expected to behave

cognate debate:

in some legislative bodies, a debate
that occurs when there are two or
more related bills before a legislature
and when, if no member objects, the
bills are debated together although
they are required to be voted on
separately
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commission:

a group of people charged with
certain duties; can be constituted
as a group within the legislature or
within the executive
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committee (parliamentary):

a group of members of parliament
appointed or elected to consider,
determine or manage a matter or
topical area. There are several types
of legislative committees such as
standing committee, select committee,
and ad hoc committee
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committee amendments:
an amendment recommended by a
committee in reporting a bill
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committee clerk:

(also committee secretary, coordinator
of committee) the procedural clerk
acting as administrative officer and
adviser on parliamentary procedure

to a committee. The committee clerk
takes the minutes of proceedings at
all committee meetings and may draft
rulings on procedural questions for the
committee chairman
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committee hearing:

the receiving of oral evidence by
a parliamentary committee either
publicly or in camera. Hearings
may be held on a specific topic or
concerning a particular legislative
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proposal
committee report: Aaalll 40
the report a committee submits R
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to the legislature on a matter

referred to it by the legislature;

the report usually summarizes the
committee’s investigation and provides
recommendations
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committee secretary:
see committee clerk
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conference committee:

in a bicameral legislature, a committee
appointed by the respective presiding
officers of each house to break the
deadlock when one house refuses to
concur with amendments to a measure
adopted by the other house with the
goal of preparing a version of the
measure acceptable to both houses
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conflict of interest: dlaall G las
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usually refers to the legislative branch
of the United States government
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conscience vote:

a vote in a legislature or other
deliberative body in which members
are free to vote according to their
own judgments or beliefs and

not necessarily according to the
guidelines, policies or decisions of
their parliamentary group
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constituency:
the body of voters who elect an official
to represent them
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constitution:

the fundamental law of a state,
establishing the character and
organization of its government,
prescribing the extent and limits of its

) ZJ‘s:\MJ

Lam sy (sl a1 Ll 0,305
Sl e (alyg dgas aSall auliis
iy by Laggaa s Lol Lkl

sovereign power and the manner of its ety Las
exercise

constitutional amendment: w.e-“-“ J—‘-‘-’—'
any modification, deletion, or addition (L IJL_; Gl JI ia J|M Llac 6|
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constitutional court:

a high court that deals primarily
with constitutional law. Its main
authority is to rule on whether or
not laws that are challenged are in
fact unconstitutional, i.e. whether or
not they conflict with constitutionally
established rules, rights and/or
freedoms
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interpreting the constitution and
dealing primarily with governmental
powers, rights and liberties as set
forth by the constitution
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constitutional monarchy:

(or limited monarchy) a form of
government in which a monarch acts
as head of state within the parameters
of a constitution. This form of
government differs from absolute
monarchy in which the monarch
serves as the sole source of political
power in the state and is not legally
bound by any constitution
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contempt:

a sanction issued by a legislature or a
court to punish an individual’s failure
to comply with an order issued by
the legislature or court; sanctions
can include prison or fines — usually
ongoing until the individual complies
with the order or the term of the
legislature or until trial ends
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corruption:

wrongdoing on the part of an
authority or powerful party in which
governmental authority is used to
benefit that party or in violation of
the duties and responsibilities owed
by that party to the public. Bribery,
extortion and nepotism are types of

:ALu.é

ALl alfs 555y oS .JJA.;.“ NECH
o siall ol gl pleall 35 ol

sy Kolall slad Laglal dabull sia e
JUST o 31531 Ly suumnalls (555,

. aluall
corruption
Council of Ministers: #1359 pulaa
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de jure: 9l | oo

existing by right or according to law
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decentralized governance:

a system in which governmental
authority resides primarily at the local
level, usually within a governmental
subdivision or within local and/or
regional governments
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decentralization:

the transfer of authority and/or
responsibility from the central
government to local institutions
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deputy:

a representative elected by the voters
to a legislative body; a person with
the right to sit in a legislature
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Deputy Speaker:

a member of a legislature, elected
by other members, who assumes the
Chair when the Speaker is absent
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dilatory motion:

a motion intended to interrupt the
business under discussion and delay
its consideration
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dissolution: oudaall Ja
the termination of the work of a 555 + Ll Jad Tung 80l Liagl Jae LS
legislative body before its term/ N
mandate has expired RERE
draft law (bill): _ 09 p g ik
a proposal for a law submitted to a | & o1 a3l
legislative body through the correct b Gl 1 0388 65 £33
channels for debate and vote Gale o guatlly ailanl
drafting: ) delis
preparat!on gnd writin_g_of sl danlye o) 38 g ydee LS wlac)
draft legislation or revisions or Lo s e o duns

amendments to legislation



earmark :
to designate funds for specific projects
or purposes
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economy:
the organization of production of
goods and services within a socio-
cultural system; thrifty management;
frugality in the expenditure or
consumption of money, materials,

:alans)
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etc.; an act or means of thrifty b
saving; a saving
effectiveness: dadlad
the degrees to which objectives are Ja (siey vl Badad ola s
achieved and the extent to which .. )

gl @ IS
targeted problems are solved =
efficiency: 388

the comparison of what is actually
produced or performed with what
can be achieved with the same
consumption of resources (money,
time, labor, etc.). An important
factor in the determination of
productivity
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e-government:

the use of information and
communication technologies (ICT) as
a tool to achieve more transparent
and efficient government
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election:

the process in which people choose
representatives through voting; action
by which an institution is elected
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electoral base:

the heart of a politician’s
constituency, i.e. the groups of
people who will usually vote for

him or her whatever the prevailing
political conditions at any given time,
often out of party or personal loyalty;
a political party’s electoral base will
be those members who most closely
identify with the party in terms of
goals, values or identity
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electoral campaign period:
the period before an election when
politicians actively try to persuade
people to vote for them; in some
countries the period may be limited
by law to a set period of time
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electoral law:
a law that regulates elections
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electorate:
the portion of the population able to
vote in a given election

el
Sgemy Yoyl e ulall oSl e el
Liae Loplawsy) Lulae 3

electronic voting:

voting and/or tabulation that utilizes
electronic technologies. This can
include the use of paper ballots

that are scanned and tabulated

by computer, such as in optical
mark recognition (OMR) or optical
character recognition (OCR) devices,
or the use of direct recording
electronic (DRE) equipment
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executive (also executive
branch; executive authority):
the branch of government responsible
for effecting and enforcing laws; (see
also government)
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expenditures:
an item in the budget related to
financial disbursals; money or funds
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allocated for spending on certain Llas
activities

expert opinion: s sb
an opinion of a person who is a Jes J| g oD s b paliae padk GIJ
specialist in a certain subject or domain Ve
expert witness: J-‘-"A sala

a specialist in a subject, often
technical, whose expert advice or
opinion may be sought and who may
present his or her expert opinion
without having been a witness to any
occurrence relating to the lawsuit or
criminal case.
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explanatory memorandum:

a paper which explains the purpose
and details of bills or regulations,
usually in a simple and non-technical
way; usually presented with the bill at
the first reading stage
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extraordinary session:

a legislative session held in addition to
ordinary sessions at the request of the
monarch, president, prime minister or
of a majority of the members of the
legislature to consider a specific agenda
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feasibility (of a study):

analysis and evaluation of a proposed
project to determine if it is technically
feasible, if it is feasible within the
estimated cost, and whether it will be
profitable
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federalism:

a principle of government that defines
the relationship between the central
government at the national level and
its constituent units at the regional,
state or local levels. Each unit is
delegated a sphere of power and
authority only it can exercise, while
other powers must be shared
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financial disclosure:

the process by which public
office candidates, public officials,
public employees and elected
representatives publicly disclose
personal financial information
(commonly on an annual basis);
this measure is also applicable to
associations and companies
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financial (or budget)
oversight:

financial regulatory supervision;
the legislative check on executive
authority by overseeing how the
executive spends the budget
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first reading:

the first presentation of a draft

law; the stage in parliamentary
proceedings at which permission is
obtained to proceed with a draft law
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fiscal:
of or relating to expenditures,
revenues and debt
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fixed term:

a definite term of a president,
legislative or government entity that
starts on a specific date and ends by
a specific date
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floor (to take the floor):
to make a speech; address an
assembly or a council
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foreign policy:

a policy pursued by a nation-state
in dealing with other nation-states,
designed to achieve national
objectives and govern international
relations

Dala dube
U3 oo Jolaill b Ay Lass ks
Solaadl Baiat) Ladms sas (5550
dalpall oladadldule 55 daib

freedom of speech:

right to express one's ideas

and opinions freely through

speech, writing and other forms

of communication but without
deliberately causing harm to the
character and/or reputation of others
by false or misleading statements or
by breaking laws
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freedom of information:

the right of citizens to access official
information that governments and
other institutions keep about either
individuals or organizations
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freedom of the press:

the right to publish and distribute
newspapers, magazines, books, radio
and television broadcasts etc. without

dalaaldl E\.JJA
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government intervention Lo sSall JA LS (0 Cro
general budget: i o ale aijlse
a statement of an organization or Lolall g utall olanlly alsladl ol
government’s estimated revenues and 8udae daie)y 3,180 Ao gSa ol daliiay
expenditures for a specific period of

time

General Secretariat: Lale dlel

the office, position, or quarters

of a secretary in a governmental
organization, parliament, political
party or international organization
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germane amendment:
requirement that an amendment to a
bill must be strictly relevant to the bill
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governance:

the exercise of economic, political and
administrative authority to manage

a country’s affairs at all levels. It
comprises the mechanisms, processes
and institutions through which citizens
and groups articulate their interests,
exercise their legal rights, meet their
obligations and mediate their differences
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government:

the sovereign political authority of a
state in which are vested the executive,
legislative and judicial powers; in

a parliamentary system often used

to refer to the executive authority
exercised by the party in power
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government (or public)
expenditure:

the money that is spent by a
government on public services and/or
other types of government related
activities and entities

{ple B oS HLAI)

slossll e Lo gSall a8iis il JLall
Sy LYl o Layad ol \ 5 Zolall
Ko sl Aas

Hansard:
(Westminster) 1. the official transcript
of the debates in parliament; 2. the

(4 yuila) gilagyall lalyull aaldg
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office which produces transcripts of olalyull o lislis
parliamentary debates
House of Representatives olgll pulaa

(House of Deputies):

a name given to legislative

bodies in many countries. In a
bicameral legislature, the House of
Representatives is the lower house
or chamber, with the corresponding
upper house often called a 'senate’'.
In other countries, the House of
Representatives is the sole chamber
of a unicameral legislature
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human rights:

basic rights and freedoms that all people
are entitled to regardless of nationality,
gender, national or ethnic origin, race,
religion, language or other status
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immunity:

protection against legal sanction for
an action; constitutional and/or legal
protections for a governmental officer
which protects him or her either from
being liable for actions necessary to
and carried out in the course of his or
her work or from arbitrary arrest or
prosecution
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impeachment: LAY g aludll g uadiily algl

a process used to charge, try and . ol LY anas Siilee

remove public officials for misconduct S A R §

or corruption while in office s ey pSall o pgals g agiaSlas
caiall i 58 VA b ol 5] a3

impunity: gl

practice, either by law or in fact, in
which those in power within or outside
a government who violate the public
good or public interest are exempted
from punishment, harm or loss
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in camera:

private, secret or closed meeting (or
hearing); takes place without the
presence of the public or media
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in order:

in accord with the rules, in a
correct form or style as required by
parliamentary procedure
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income tax:

annual charge levied on earned
income (wages, salaries, commission)
and unearned income (dividends,
interest, rents)
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intellectual property:

a property right in products of the
mind (discoveries, knowledge,
inventions, creative ideas or
expressions) that have commercial
value and can be protected

under a country’s law; relates to
intangible property such as patents,
trademarks, copyrights and trade
secrets
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interest group:

a group of persons representing or
strongly supporting a particular cause,
such as an item of legislation, an
industry or a special part of society
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internal rules:

rules and regulations enacted by the
parliament, or a corporation, or a
political party (or any organization)
to provide a framework for its
operation and management (see
also bylaws)
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interpellation:

the formal right of a parliament to
submit formal questions to the cabinet
or a cabinet official
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investigative public hearings:
hearings generally held during the
course of an investigation in which
there is wide and sustained public
interest or there are significant issues
to be examined
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joint committee:

in bicameral parliaments, committees
composed of members of both
houses of parliament investigating
the same issue or bill; in unicameral
parliaments, committees composed
of members of different standing (or
other) committees investigating the
same issue or bill
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joint resolution:

in a bicameral legislature, a resolution
that expresses the will of both houses
or chambers
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joint sitting : dS yidia duala
when both houses of a bicameral LS Ly ,_m daa Lulas aaliag faa
legislature sit together in the same , , L

chamber e U“JAA o
judiciary: slad

the branch of government concerned
with managing and operating the
judicial system of courts and judges to
handle litigation and interpret the laws
(prosecutors and police remain part of
the executive)
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judiciary branch:
same as Judiciary
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jurisdiction:

The power, right, or authority to
interpret and apply the law: 1. The
authority of a sovereign power to
govern or legislate; 2. the power or
right to exercise authority, control;
the limits or territory within which
authority may be exercised
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jurisprudence:
the study of the law and the legal
system
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legislate:
to make or enact laws
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legislation:

a law or set of laws that have been
enacted by a legislature and are
implemented by the executive and
enforced within the judiciary
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legislative body/assembly/
legislature:

A body that makes, amends or repeals
law, approves the public budget,
practices oversight over the executive
and provides constituency services
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legislative branch:

the elected branch of government
enacting laws and (generally)
overseeing the executive branch of
government
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legislative drafting:
the methods, principles and
techniques used to prepare bills
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legislative immunity: dxilalyy dlas

see parliamentary privilege el Hlial sl
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legislative power: . <:—J‘|'

the authority under the constitution to Oaldll s PIRT S el

make laws and to alter or repeal them L) ol Laass




legislative process: dag i dalac
the series of actions which result in Ly s Ll :Jw.gn .
laws being made or amended e A A
Leloaas ol Gyl 53l
legislative session: (SR sl

the period of time in which a
legislature, in both parliamentary and
presidential systems, is convened for
the purpose of lawmaking
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legislative veto:

a clause written into legislation relating
to government agencies which states
that an agency cannot act in a way
that the legislature does not approve;
commonly enacted to stop or “veto” a
practice adopted by that agency
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legislator:

a person who makes, passes or
amends laws as a member of a
national or other legislative body
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lobby:

1. a group of people who try
actively to influence legislation on
behalf of special interests; 2. large
entrance or reception room or area;
in a legislature, an area outside the
legislative chamber designated for
members of the government and
opposition
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local government:

1. the government of a specific local
area constituting a subdivision of

a major political unit (as a nation

or state); 2. the body of persons
constituting such a government
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long title:

(of a bill) the full title of a bill which
sets out briefly the purpose or scope
of the bill (see Short title)
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lower house: e 48,8
see House of Representatives ol gl Galas sl
majority: E 455

the group or political party having
the greater number of votes (as in a
legislature)
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majority leader:
a leader of the majority party in a
legislative body
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mandate:
1. the authority to exercise certain

functions for a given period of time; 2.

give (someone) authority to act in a
certain way
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memorandum of
understanding:

(abbreviated MOU) a document
describing a bilateral or multilateral
agreement between governments and
other institutions
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minister:
A member of the executive; usually in
charge of a government department
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ministerial accountability:
the requirement that a minister
can be called upon to explain

in parliament his or her actions
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and those of the department and Gl eas
agencies under his or her control
ministerial statement: ‘eolds ol

a statement made by a minister or
the Prime Minister to a legislature,
often used to announce the cabinet’s
policies and decisions
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ministry:

members chosen from the party or
coalition of parties with a majority
in the lower house to administer the
country; in some jurisdictions, also
a department of government, e.g.
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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minority:
1.the number of votes cast for or by
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the smaller party in a legislature Pl pulas L_,_’e,s..o‘gn
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groups forming a whole JSI &S

3. a group or party having fewer than - o

a controlling number of votes sae (o Jil dlieg 0o gl de gana ¥
J_):QA” CJ'}AAY‘

minority government: mm i 55 A

a government formed by a party or
coalition of parties which does not
have a majority of the total seats
within the parliament
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minority report (also
dissenting report):

A brief appendix to a committee
report containing dissenting

or supplementary opinions or
recommendations proposed by
members of the committee
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minutes:
formal record of business in a
legislature or a committee

Lal

misappropriation of public
funds:

illegal use of public property or
funds for one's own use or other
unauthorized purpose, particularly by
a public official
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monetary authority:

The entity (typically a central bank)
given the authority by the government
or parliament to control money supply
by raising or reducing interest rates
and implementing overseas exchange
rate policy; usually also supervises
the banking sector
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money bill:

a bill dealing with national taxation,
public money or loans and their
management
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motion:

a proposal for action put forward in
a deliberative body for consideration,
debate and decision
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naming:

in some legislatures, the act

of disciplining a member of
parliament for an infringement of
the standing orders; the member
so named is usually required to
withdraw from the chamber for

a specified period of time and
take no part in proceedings of the
chamber for that time
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nonpartisan: (A e
not partisan; especially free from party o) aa3 o elamsl <5‘ o siaie b (el
affiliation, bias or designation S~ s
objection: o2l yis)

1. an expression of disagreement with
a ruling; 2. a reason or argument
presented in opposition; 3. a feeling or
expression of disapproval
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official gazette:

in some jurisdictions, an official
government publication which gives
information about government
matters, makes government
announcements including
proclamations, and also publishes
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copies of all new laws prior to their Ll
coming into force
ombudsman: gy ggandl basg

an official whose job is to look into
people’s complaints against the
government or public servants
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ombudsman’s office:

an office empowered to receive,
substantiate and report to the
legislature complaints and comments
from small business owners (or
associations or individuals) regarding
regulatory enforcement actions
taken by central, federal or local
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authorities PO N B W e |
open list:
describes a variant of an electoral :dagida dasy

system where voters have at least
some influence on the order in
which a party's candidates are
elected according to how they
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vote for specific candidates within w)all
the list
opposition: s ylaa

In a legislature, the second largest
political party or coalition of parties
after the governing party. An
opposition works to oppose what it
believes to be wrong in government
policies or actions and proposes a
creditable alternative platform. An
extra-parliamentary opposition is a
political movement opposed to a ruling
government or political party that
chooses not to engage in elections
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order paper:

the document, published daily, that
lists the business of a legislature. It
can also list questions that may be
asked in the legislature and certain
other items such as notices of written
statements, committee notices,
remaining orders and lists of future
business
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out of order:
not in accordance with recognized
procedural or parliamentary rules
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oversight (parliamentary):

the review, monitoring and supervision
of government and public agencies,
including the implementation of policy
and legislation. Tools of parliamentary
oversight include: interpellation,
committee hearings, case work and
questions
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parliamentary administration:
the administrative entity which
provides products and services to
support the efficient conduct of the
work of a legislature. Generally, the
Speaker has overall oversight of
parliamentary administrative matters,
and the Clerk or Secretary General

is responsible for their day to day
management
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parliamentary privilege:

(also legislative immunity) refers to
particular legal immunities granted

to members of certain legislatures.
Privilege or immunity generally only
applies when the member is acting

in his or her capacity as a member

of a legislature. These immunities
allow members to perform their duties
without interference from outside

the legislature so that they can
debate freely, discuss grievances and
conduct investigations without fear of
prosecution. The most important of
these privileges is freedom of speech
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parliamentary procedures:
rules for and methods of carrying out
the business of a legislature
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parliamentary session:
period during which a legislative body
holds consecutive meetings
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parliamentary system of
government:

A system of government in which
the power to make and execute laws
is held by a parliament; a system of
government in which the executive
is constitutionally answerable to the
legislature
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party (political):

an organization which exists to
achieve particular public policy
objectives
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party platform:

policy and/or plan put forward by
a political party or candidate; a
collection of such policies or plans
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party whip:

a legislator appointed by a political
party in a legislature to enforce
adherence to party discipline in policy
and voting
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pass a bill:

in legislative parlance, a bill or
resolution is said to pass when it is
agreed to or is enacted by the house
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petition: yalalll
document presented to the . . sl "
executive or legislature by O
a person or group of people degane J' oadis Jif (e “—«‘*-U-‘“-‘-“
requesting that action be taken on Ul uL.,.u eyl JL;_J NN ‘_,a\.;*.l
a matter 13la

plenary session: dals duala
a general assembly of all the e o Sl Lolall A8agll 5 Laia)
members of a group; in a legislature, it ic gana cliel

a meeting of all members of a

chamber Liaell ¢ Latal oo ¢ 20583 Gulas (B
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point of order: AUy dlads

an appeal to the Chair or Speaker
for clarification or for a ruling Jo> \“S“" gedot] uoll oLl

on a matter of procedure. Points paALLS ol ol PERNFEN| Ul
of order are frequently used as J_._q O Gul® i allan)) b Les
a debating tactic by members clelaia ¥l dad &g p u—’—‘-“ slae Y
wanting to interrupt proceedings iz

to raise other issues which may Ul e 5 43 a1 il LY
be different from that under ol as
consideration

policy (public): R
1. a definite course or method 5,L058 Sulae Jae 48,0 ol Hlus .

of action, selected from among
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alternatives and in light of ol syt e Jilaall G e s e

given conditions, to guide and Lo sSall o8 spaals danp3l Laae
determine present and future Bosae oYl 3 LLElall, a,.m\AH
government decisions within a i3 G,M“JI days, Ldlaa) s Y
specific subject area; 2. a high- . La 2 eniall ool sa ¥ o Zole Uslual
level overall plan embracing the o e ) ol ‘f “ *“m
general goals and acceptable Qo gSa Lya

procedures especially of a
governmental body



policy alternatives/policy
options:

a potential policy—usually selected
from among many—to decide a
course of action over a certain issue.
Decisions on policy alternatives

are taken based on an assessment
of present conditions, available
resources, achievement of designated
objectives and assessment of future
impacts
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policy analysis:

evaluation of alternative policies to
determine which will best achieve a
certain set of goals or avoid certain
harms in light of the relations between
the policies and the goals
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policy evaluation:

a process for checking the effects of
the policies of respective ministries
and for evaluating the policies in
terms of necessity, efficiency or
validity to improve the planning and
implementation process
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portfolio:
a particular duty or specific area of
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responsibility of a minister or other LogSall 3
senior member of a government
preamble: ol

the part of a bill preceding the main
text which states the reasons for the
bill's introduction and the ends which
it seeks to attain
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precedent (in legislative
process):

a Speaker's ruling or a practice of the
legislature taken as a rule for subsequent
cases of a similar nature. Not all decisions
and practices constitute precedents
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presidential decree:
an order made by a head of state and
having the force of law
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presidential system of
government:

a type of government where the head of
the executive is a president elected to that
office by the electorate. The presidential
system is distinguished by a singular
figure who presides over the government
by the will of the people. The president
directs the administrative affairs of the
country, and usually oversees foreign
relations. Unlike a dictator, he or she does
not possess authoritative powers but is
subject to the laws of the nation
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presiding officer:

the person elected or selected to
preside over sittings of a legislature,
such as the Speaker or President of a
legislative chamber or, in a committee,
the Committee Chair
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Prime Minister:

in many jurisdictions, the head of
government and the leader of the
executive government. He or she
is the person who leads the party
or parties that command majority
support in the lower house
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procedural motion:

a proposal to allow something to
happen under the rules of procedure,
usually in relation to purely routine
matters such as a motion to adjourn
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proportional representation:
an electoral system where the
number of seats won is directly
linked to the number of votes cast
for each party. Under some forms of
proportional representation, voters
can indicate first and subsequent
choices for the candidates on the
ballot paper
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prorogue (the parliament): (yladyadl) yad
to discontinue the meetings of a e e daas 155 35 olelatal (a3
legislative body without dissolving it 037 o TR L
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public accounts: dale olbilwa

a government's financial statements
which record a state's revenues and
its outgoings. Examination of the
public accounts provides an indication
of a state’s fiscal position
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public accounts committee:
the committee of a legislature which
exists to examine the activities and
expenditures of public agencies

and hold them to account for

the lawfulness, efficiency and
effectiveness with which they use
public money
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public hearing session:

a public meeting of a legislative
committee on a particular subject.
In some countries, citizens may
speak and offer their views on the
subject
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qualified majority:

Any decision rule that requires more
than a simple majority (50 percent
+ 1) of the votes to ratify a decision.
Common examples are two-thirds or
three-quarters majority rules

Ahys dyyis)
LAY o 38T s 1,3 80e o
ST a (32l 515 Caill) Lnsuas
sl A_I_u‘ilu,o _,l_,_eu_lcd.;_uA_LU

&LJIMM|MJASIJU.‘:.\JJI4_‘)..SI

question and answer session:
(Also question time) a period of
time set aside in some legislatures
during which government ministers
may be questioned by members

of parliament concerning their
responsibilities
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quorum (in parliament)

the minimum number of members,
specified by law, who should be

in the legislative chamber, or in
attendance at a committee meeting,
before business can be transacted
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quota (in legislatures):
seats reserved in a legislature for
particular groups which might not
be elected in the normal way or
otherwise represented
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quorum call:

the result of a member drawing

the attention of the Chair/Speaker

to the absence of a quorum: the
Chair/Speaker performs a quorum
call to enable the required number of
members to assemble in the chamber
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rapporteur:

a member of a committee who is
appointed by the committee to report
on a draft law at meetings of the
legislative body or of the committee
itself
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ratification:
official approval of something which
has already been agreed on
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reading (of a bill):

a formal stage in the passage of a

bill through some legislatures. The
first reading takes place when a bill

is introduced; the second when it has
been agreed to in principle; and the
third when it has been fully considered
and any amendments agreed to. It is
usual practice for the second reading
of a bill to be moved immediately after
the bill has been read a first time
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recess (parliamentary):

the period between sessions of a
legislature, but in ordinary usage
the word is often used to describe
the periods between the main
sitting periods each year; may also
refer to any temporary interruption
in a meeting of a chamber of a
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legislature or committee, or a hiatus
in proceedings for other reasons, for
example, disorder in the chamber
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reconsideration:

a motion to reconsider the vote by
which an action was taken; such a
motion has, until it is disposed of,
the effect of putting the action into
abeyance
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recorded vote:

a vote where the names of those
voting for and against a motion are
registered in the official record of
the legislative body or of one of its
committees
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referendum:

a process whereby the electorate is
asked to vote on a political or legal
issue; in some countries, constitutional
change can be effected only in response
to majority support in a referendum
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regulation:

a form of subordinate legislation

by a designated body (often an
administrative agency within the
executive branch) which allows the
provisions of an act to be subsequently
brought into force or altered without
the legislature having to pass a new act
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regulatory framework:

system of regulations and the means
to enforce them, usually established
by a government to regulate a specific
activity

ABL L
daAas ‘LA:AL.D! Jrw g olaaansll oo {:Ua.y
e Lot alatt) Lo pSall Sule



rescind immunity:

to remove the immunity of a member
of parliament by a vote of parliament
or other means as outlined by law

:daland slad!

e Olabyall (8 e e Blaall o3,
53] By sl o pulaall b g g
Ol o Ll (o gnio

retention rate:

the percentage of members of a
legislative body who keep their seats in
the legislature after a general election
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roll call vote:

a vote in which each member votes
«yes» or «no» as his or her name is
called by the Clerk, so that the names
of members voting on each side are
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rules of procedure: i) selgl
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which govern the way it conducts its
business

JLALYL» plhdllds, )b

ruling party:

the ruling party or governing party in
a parliamentary system is the political
party or coalition with the majority of
seats in the legislature and from which
members of the cabinet are drawn
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runoff:

a second round of voting for a 6’3'; o5l b \Aur”f‘t“ .
candidate or party a3 ol sy olasl o) 3l any
second/endorse: ALy

(a motion) to formally express
agreement with a policy, principle or
action so that it can then be discussed
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or voted on; in some jurisdictions,
legislative proposals require to be
seconded before they can proceed
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secret ballot:
a vote where the identity of the voter
is not known
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Senate:

the name given to the smaller,
second or upper chamber of several
legislatures, for example, the United
States, France, Jordan, Australia
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separation of powers:

the notion that the legislature, the
executive and the judiciary are
separate and act independently from
each other while at the same time
serving as a check upon the authority
of the others
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short title (of a bill):

the name of a bill by which it is
commonly known and indexed, as
distinct from its long title which
describes its scope and purpose
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show of hands:

one of the ways it is possible to
record a vote either in the plenary of
a parliament or a committee, and it
stipulates raising hands in favor of a
bill or in opposition
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simple majority:

in a legislature, more than half the
votes of those members present and
voting
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single ballot:
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sitting:

A meeting of a parliament. It should
happen within a session (ordinary or
extra-ordinary)
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speaker:

the member elected by a chamber
of a legislature as its presiding
officer or Chair. The Speaker is
responsible for ensuring that the
rules of procedure (standing orders)
laid down by the legislature for

the carrying out of its business are
observed. The Speaker calls MPs to
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speak and maintains order in the LAl S allaill e
chamber

standing orders: : o aaily sl
set of rules that provide how a SOl Jae 58,5 s 63 ael o8 de gana
committee or institutions should & L el
conduct itself and operate

statute: Ol

A written law passed by a legislative
body
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sub-amendment:

an amendment to an amendment;
where a requirement of
germaneness exists, a sub
amendment must be relevant to
the amendment it seeks to modify,
rather than to the original question
(see germane amendment)

(SR Jauad

Sae Bl Y lans  Jaas e Jhuas
cylBIle g yfuaydlallE s ll JJAA.\J‘))
A.LA."d_uJ u_c‘)_qﬂd.s.uu.”u‘,s_;uh_\m
JJJJJJJQ.J) A_J...aYI 4.‘\.“..4.\\4 Ua.u‘)_c u\,S.»
(0s3Lal g gstuny Leall Bay | Jenls

Sub-committee:

a subordinate committee comprising
members appointed from a main
committee and reporting to the
larger body. The main committee
may delegate its powers to the
subcommittee
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submission (to a
committee):

suggestions or arguments made orally
or in writing to a committee
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subpoena:

a writ issued by the legislature,
courts or other government agency
to compel a witness to appear; when
combined with the contempt power,
allows the legislature to compel
testimony

uJA oJS._u \JLAAA‘ oJSM

‘AS\A.A."J' Loy il Al e
sie salia |)-‘Y4—\-°JSA4—\.\A(5|J|

o e Lol {555 a5l
Lelaains (daSaall o) Gulaall ol yu3) danss
paafs e aalill al 1y Loay ydusll A5,

O ol JA|

3algill
sunset clause: PP (e
the provision of an end or expiry date Lol iLLe_'. s - ol . 4_\_‘
within a law specifying when it will PR OB O (f R
cease to be effective ol s



supplementary question:

a question seeking clarification

or further information following a
minister's response to a question
during the oral question period

(see question and answer session).
Discretion for permission to ask
supplementary questions usually rests
with the presiding officer
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(of a committee) the scope for
activity and investigation defined by a
legislature when a matter is referred
to a committee for inquiry
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testimony:

a submission under oath to a court,
administrative entity or legislative
body; commonly as part of an
investigation/investigative hearing
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unicameral:

a legislature consisting of one
chamber or house (e.g. Sweden,
Greece, Hungary, Lebanon, Kuwait)
(see also bicameral)
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un-parliamentary language:
words used in a legislature contrary
to the rules of procedure, which
the Chair judges to be offensive or
disorderly and which are usually
required to be withdrawn
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urgency measures:

a motion moved due to a matter
of concern, without requiring prior
notice
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veto:

the power of one branch of
government to overrule the
enactment of a law or regulation by
another; usually refers to the power
of an executive or other key leader
to reject a proposed piece of duly
enacted legislation; an executive veto
may be invoked by an express written
order or by failure to sign the law
within a certain period
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veto override:

reenactment of legislation, usually by
an absolute or super-majority (e.g.
two thirds of all voters), to overcome
a veto
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voice vote:

an oral vote held without recording
individual members' votes or the
numbers for and against
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Westminster system:

a system of government originating in
Britain, the main features of which are
a head of state who is not the head of
government, and an executive which
is drawn from and directly responsible
to the parliament (e.g. the UK,
Canada, Australia, New Zealand)
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witness:

a person who gives evidence, usually
under oath, to a committee of a
legislative body, before a judge in
court or in front of an executive
authority
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